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Stephen E. McCracken, Project Manager

U. §. Department of Energy

Weldon Spring Site Remedial Action Project Office
7925 Highway 94 South

St. Charles, Missouri 63304

Dear Mr. McCracken,

The time has come, it seems, when I can refocus on the goal
of realistically eva Ludtlng the proposed actions for the Weldon
Spring 51+P T 3o not refer to the real realistic evaluation
because it surely is based on the actual hazard than risk analysis.
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The Fomparitive listing of various risks in th

RI/FS-EIS) makes it evident that I have to ive up being a
policeman with a 2 x 104 annual risk of death (AR), cdriving motor
Vethl@u (2 x 10-%AR), and being a "freguent flying" professor &
X lO S AR). I was, +to say the least, stunned to find that by
from city water (6 OJTAR) to what the Environmental
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C ing tLa
Protection Agency considers contaminated water at the Raffinate
pits, I could actually lower my risk by a factor cf 500. It was
alsoc dis:inctly nnnerving to find out that the potassium 1in my
bedy, which contains a radio Rctive isotope, gave me 4-500 times the
radiation level of that of the air around the Chemical plant area,
and 100 times th om being a hiker in the Wsldon Spring wild

e
ife area. Should ed, abandon super
substitute for potassium in the body? Astonishingly

aflatoxin at appreciable levels as does peanut but
gﬂv1nd up these tw dellﬁaﬁlec is not going tc be an
garned through

for mere immertality. Apparently, plants 1
evolutionary time that chemical warfare is an extremely effective
way to fight off fungi, insects, and animal redators.

ame type of genetlc code as
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am consuming mutagens and

rdous to my hea7th

t give up Zing up and down
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Unfortunately, these species have the
I do, so that whatever I eat, I
carcinocgens rated everywhere az haza
Clearly, to get to zero ri I mu
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irs, not play physical sports, or 1

sta ve in a meuropolltan area
with a population higher than 100,000, and innumerable other
temptations. I am willing to sit in a rocking chair with a lead
roof over my head and be fed amino acids intravenously in orcer to
live forever

Still, a scientist does not necessarily ses risk in the same way
as th= public does. The public regards deaths czused by mysterious
and invisible technology (such as nuclear power plant failure or

~

+the threat from high voltagse or electromagnetic fields) or the
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simultanecus deaths of a large number of people (air plane crashes)
as being far worse than those from well-known causes (from cancers
directly related to smoking) or the same number of deaths occuring
in multiple locations (as in automobile accidents). Therefore, 1
had no choice than to evaluate the proposed actions based on
exhaustive scientific data contained in the RI/FS-EIS documents
because excessive worry about the inherent wvalue of the risk
analysis can cause peptic ulcers and lead to my death from "natural
causes"

Thus, although my commitment t‘ the goal of immortality is
unswerving, I am not positive that a zero risk society 1is yet in
the immediate future. Given that as it may be, I am very
comfortable +that this report is based on the best available
methodology and copmrehensivp in its considerations. I also believe
tha*t the preferred alternativs £z of the Department of Energy was
the result of very careful ev Luwtlun of cost-effectiveness,
longevity of the cell’s contazinment of haaar4 ous materlal andc
prudent management parctices. I fully concur with this alter ative
and list few minor comments in the next few pages.

On a personal nocte, I am extremely pleased with the gr'd al
maturi ty of the project management and special improvements made in
the scientific aspecis of the project. I look forward tc a

)
successful remediation of the Weldon Spring Chemical plant area and
the Quarry in the immediate futur

Sincexely,

Rao Ayya
fessor of Riology
denwood College

S. Kingshighway
Charles, MO 63301
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